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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
Bebe Brûlée is the spirit of Mardi Gras. He is based on the traditional King Cake Baby, a surprise in a 
Carnival season treat, the King Cake. A joyous part of the Mardi Gras season, from the time we are all 

Finding the baby in the King Cake is at once a great honor, because you are ‘king’ of the party, and a great 
responsibility, because you have to bring the king cake to the next party.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
Bebe Brûlée, like Mama NOLA before, has lead to growth and organization in the New Orleans Burning 
Man Community. It has brought into the fold long time burners who have found themselves surprised to 

strengths we had cultivated in 2011.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?

milestone for us. Also the satirical Mardi Gras Krewe, the Krewe Du Vieux (http://www.kreweduvieux.
org/) offered us a spot to build Bebe, and the krewe captain was so interested in the project he’s now 

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
Bebe Brûlée hopes to tell a more complete story of Mardi Gras than is traditionally represented in news 
coverage and video clips. Bebe Brûlée wants to put New Orleans front and center of the Burning Man 
experience for the participants at Black Rock City and signal to the greater community of a region on the 
cusp of something big in a world class city that prides itself on being able to bring the celebration big. 
Bebe Brûlée is about New Orleans.

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
The King Cake structure is made of plywood, lumber and a wooden lath made from reclaimed lumber 
found in the myriad of abandoned and destroyed houses that populate the New Orleans landscape. The 
icing is made of fabric stretched over plywood ribs and sized with a sizing agent. Bebe Brûlée is primarily 
a cardboard and paper mache sculpture with a plywood frame and sporting a sheet metal crown. Some 

building.

CORE Art Walk Activities
For Bebe Brûlée Tuesday at Burning Man is Fat Tuesday. Join us during the CORE Art Walk in a Mardi Gras 
Celebration. Our friends at the Black Rock French Quarter are leading a procession to Bebe Brûlée. We will 
have Mardi Gras beads for all participants. There will be famous New Orleans drinks courtesy of the Royal 
Orleans Court Bar. Enjoy a little King Cake (while supplies last) Brass band music will play and the good 
times will roll all afternoon.

Be sure to visit inside the King Cake for more info on Mardi Gras, Mardi Gras krewes, the King Cake and 
other aspects of Mardi  Gras in New Orleans.
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