
THE BAMBOOZLER
Transformus - North Carolina

The Bamboozler is a 20 foot tall by twenty foot 
diameter octagonal structure comprised 
primarily of raw lumber.

The structure supports an effigy at its apex, a 
viewing platform for up to eight occupants,
and a shaded interior in its core. 

WHAT INTERESTING STORY 
HAPPENED DURING THE DESIGN 
AND EXECUTION OF THIS PROJECT?
Since our CORE team has come 
together it has been an amazing 
experience to bring this project to life 
b/c the team is so far apart from each 
other. Our design lead is from TN, our 
fire and construction leads are from 
NC, and our team lead is from NYC.  
However, even though the team is far 
apart we have all come together thru 
Transformus to design an amazing 
project that represents our North 
Carolina burner community.

WHAT DOES THE EFFIGY HOPE TO 
CONVEY TO THE GREATER 
COMMUNITY?
With the Bamboozler we hope to 
share a taste of the Transformus with 
burners from around the world, hence 
reinforcing the impact of what 
participation and volunteerism can do 
both regionally and locally.

WHAT WAS THE INSPIRATION FOR 
THE DESIGN OF THIS EFFIGY?
In keeping with the Burning Man 
theme, “rites of passage”, The 
Bamboozler brings a little bit of our 
tradition to the next level. On the 
playa participants may find shade and 
shelter within it structure, as well as 
an elevated view of the inner circle. 
The interwoven and overlapping cones 
forming the platform represents the 
unique way in which regional burns 
are now allowing Burning Man to be 
enmeshed in the global burner 
community.

WHAT MATERIALS WERE USED IN 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS 
EFFIGY?
The Bamboozler is base is constructed 
of raw lumber and plywood purchased 
in Reno, NV. The effigy itself will be 
constructed from Bamboo from North 
Carolina. Since the first Transformus 
in 2003, our effigy has been made of 
bamboo.

WHAT IMPACT DOES THE EFFIGY 
HAVE ON THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?
Investment and financial support was 
generated within our local community 
among burners and non-burners alike. 
Hopefully, a greater understanding of 
the importance of regional burns can 
be achieved as the local community 
sees itself represented on the playa.
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