
THE EFFITREE
Victoria, BC

Victoria British Columbia's contribution to the Circle of Regional 
Effigies project is the EffiTree: a 20-foot tall sculpture that is part 
human, part  tree. With elements of chaos and poetry thrown in. This 
design is inspired by faces carved into the sides of the cedar trees at 
the site of Victoria's annual regional event, Otherworld.

WHAT WAS THE INSPIRATION FOR 
THE DESIGN OF THIS EFFIGY?
We wanted a design that would 
reflect the unique identity of the 
Vancouver Island Burning Man 
community. The design idea was 
inspired by the ‘wizard’ faces carved 
into the sides of the cedar trees at 
the site of Victoria's annual regional 
event, Otherworld.
Victoria's contribution to the Circle of 
Regional Effigies project is the 
EffiTree: a 20-foot tall sculpture that 
is half human, half tree. Imagine two 
figures standing back-to-back with 
their arms raised; their bodies melded 
together into the trunk a tree. Their 
raised arms are branches, their feet 
are roots. These figures will represent 
the spirit of the rainforest: one 
masculine, one feminine. In the spaces 
between the figures will be text 
shapes and random carvings, such as 
you might see carved in the side of a 
tree.

WHAT MATERIALS WERE USED IN 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS 
EFFIGY?
Plywood, Cedar, screws, nails, a little 
tempura paint, a little blood, a lot of 
love.

WHAT IMPACT DOES THE EFFIGY 
HAVE ON THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?
The local community has been 
involved in the Effitree project from 
the start, from brainstorming for 

ideas, to organizing a fundraising 
event, to the build days, to the burn of 
the prototype at our regional event, 
Otherworld (we built two so there’d 
be no surprises on playa). It’s been 
amazing how a group project has 
brought people together and 
strengthened our community.

WHAT DOES THE EFFIGY HOPE TO 
CONVEY TO THE GREATER 
COMMUNITY?
We hope to bring a small piece of our 
rainforest home to the playa.

Protoype Burn
at Otherworld
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