
LOBSTER BISQU’O!
Maine

Two wide eyed and wondering wanderers of the playa immersed in the dreamy surreal 
splendor of it all happen upon a strange inversion – or submersion as it were – of 
reality as they stumble into the kelp forest surrounding our underwater lounge. The 
two startled participants suddenly transported 3000 miles to a brutally cold and 
current swept Atlantic ocean floor setting exchange slightly bewildered, slightly 
bemused glances as the oddly familiar arched ceiling structure resembling a cage 
made of wood slats and coarsely knotted rope nets lightly jingles a bell in the back of 
our collective consciousness. It's a lobster trap, called the Lobster Bisque’O and it's 
the swankiest, most pimped out lobstah trap you'll ever see this side of Davy Jones’ 
locker. It's a trap you will enjoy getting caught in without the fear of suffering the 
same fate as the creatures we know and love (to eat). 

WHAT WAS THE INSPIRATION 
FOR THE DESIGN OF THIS 
EFFIGY?
The inspiration for the effigy design 
came from this year’s Burning Man 
theme and the potential the design 
offered for increased group 
participation. There was the 
symbolism of being trapped and 
breaking out as a Rite of Passage. 
There was the obvious association 
with lobster, and thus lobster traps, 
as a part of being from Maine.  We 
were also inspired by the all of the 
ideas that could be incorporated 
into a trap (benches, netting, and 
pillows). The structure itself was 
relative simple, but could 
incorporate several details allowing 
more people to participate in the 
overall look and feel of the effigy.

WHAT MATERIALS WERE USED 
IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS 
EFFIGY?
The effigy is constructed of wood, 
hempen rope, fabric, and metal 
fasteners.
 
WHAT IMPACT DOES THE EFFIGY 
HAVE ON THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY?
The project provided an opportunity 
for community members that had 

never met to come together and 
work on a project. Progress updates 
using social media have helped 
increase awareness about the 
presence of a burner community in 
Maine.

WHAT DOES THE EFFIGY HOPE 
TO CONVEY TO THE GREATER 
COMMUNITY?
The effigy is a collaborative effort 
and is the 1st official on playa 
project from the Maine regional 
group. The effigy conveys the 
growth of our little community :) 


