
WHAT INTERESTING STORY 
HAPPENED DURING THE 
DESIGN AND EXECUTION OF 
THIS PROJECT?

The angle irons that were added 
to give additional structural 
strength to the head of the crane 
were welded from the mold that 
was used to create Rothschild’s 
Plastiki Boat (a boat made from 
12,000 reclaimed plastic bottles). 
Plastiki sailed from San Francisco 
to Sydney in 2010.

WHAT DOES THE EFFIGY HOPE 
TO CONVEY TO THE GREATER 
COMMUNITY?
We hope that the greater Burning 
Man community enjoys the shade 
provided by Port of Fire during the 
day and visits her at night to enjoy 
the wood fire and to connect with 
new and old friends. We also hope 
that all burners will attempt to 
create burnable interactive art 
and invite their communities to 
participate in creative expression. 

WHAT WAS THE INSPIRATION 
FOR THE DESIGN OF THIS 
EFFIGY?
Monolithic cranes stand along the 
coast line of the east bay 
standing between the east bay 
and San Francisco, the home of 
Burning Man.  Residents of the 
East Bay typically pass by the 
Port of Oakland everyday whether 
it be by bus, bike, car or train. We 
thought a port crane would 
represents our East Bay 
community.

WHAT MATERIALS WERE USED 
IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS 
EFFIGY?
Wood, screws, nails, cable, lag 
bolts and angle irons.

WHAT IMPACT DOES THE 
EFFIGY HAVE ON THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY?
Port of Fire has brought a varied 
community of East Bay burners, 
artists and newcomers together 
to participate in a burnable art 
project. For many participants, it 
was their first opportunity in 
creative expression on a 
collaborative art project.

Port of Fire represents the East Bay Burners in the Circle of Regional 
Effigies (CORE) project, symbolizing the all to ubiquitous giant cranes 
all along the Port of Oakland.

Port of Fire stands as a passage way to the Man, inviting people to 
stop and sit, and warm themselves by the burning cargo container. 

PORT OF FIRE
East Bay


