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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
The inspiration for the design of Arboria is the region’s love affair with trees and the desire to 
create an effigy symbolic of that relationship. Sacramento is the city of trees, and they define our 
landscape as profoundly as does the river delta that supports them. 

The trees in the Sacramento Region impact our climate, harbor wildlife, conserve water, and 
instill a sense of place and of life. Their stature, strength and endurance create shelter and 
natural cathedrals. Arboria is our homage to the gift of our trees.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
The effigy itself is a testament to Sacramento's Regional Community. The process started as an 
"all call' out to the community through all channels at our disposal. The group that showed up 
was highly diverse; crusty veterans, virgin burners and one man who had not been to the Playa 
since 1998. They all had one thing in common. None of them had ever done large scale art before. 

They came together, agreed on a concept, raised the funds and built Arboria.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
One of our team was absolutely convinced we needed to use some recycled cables spools that he 
had acquired for the project. It was eventually decided they would not work with our design. That 
did not stop him from bringing the spools to every major burner and Arboria gathering. 

Even though the design utilizes no spools - they are recognized as synonymous with the project.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
Arboria hopes to convey the rich relationship that Sacramento has with both trees and the arts. 
It's often though of only as Capitol City. Many people. It is not widely known that we have more 
trees per capita than any other American City and that our arts culture is rich and diverse. 

A project by our community is, hopefully, the start of a long conversation with many other areas 
for many, many years.
What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
With the exception of fasteners and structural hardware the entire art piece is constructed of 
construction grade lumber and plywood.

CORE Art Walk Activities
The group that put their heart and soul into building Arboria will be there during the Core Art 
Walk along with many Sacramento Burners who helped in some way. There will be Docents on 
hand to talk about the project and the concept of the final result.

This project is about community through art and art through community. Please join us for future 
projects. The spark for the next beautiful expression of our community may be yours.

www.saccoreproject.wordpress.com/arboria
www.facebook.com/SacramentoCORE2012


