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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
CarouShell is inspired by San Diego’s historic Balboa Park Carousel and the local coastal sea life. Our 
region is a collision of the casual beach lifestyle, biotech, military, border region, city and country, 
reminiscent and forward thinking, with a clean cut image and a thriving underground. These 
contradictions lead us to the personality of CarouShell; an approachable tradition of good, clean fun, 
which when examined closely has a roughly hewn shadowy depth, much like the sea.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
Last year’s San Diego CORE generated a dedicated group of folks and ignited a new level of 
participation and enthusiasm in San Diego Burners! The project is a unifying force, in which everyone 
participates in its creation. Whether skilled with tools, organizing, painting, sewing machines, kid 
shepherding, or funding, our CORE project welcomes everyone in our community motivated to work 
towards making our effigy amazing. Due to San Diego’s hazardous wildfire conditions, we rarely get 
to burn effigies of any substantial size; CORE gives our regional community an opportunity to build it, 
bring it and BURN IT!

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
We want to convey the beauty, surprise, fun, adventure and mystery of the ocean, which widely 
reflects the San Diego regional community as well. We want to convey that we get great joys and 
pleasures from working together as a community, as a family, to create gorgeous things. We want the 
citizens of BRC to enjoy our offering of this ephemeral, playful landmark on playa: CarouShell.

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
Vertical, painted wood panels ornamented with kelp shapes create a towering kelp forest. A spiraling 
shell-like fabric roofs CarouShell.  Laminated, CNC’d plywood forms our rideable ocean dwellers.  The 
painted, recycled wood/plywood base rotates on steel tracks and wheels (repurposed from 2011). LED 
and EL wire light show dazzles and delights.

CORE Art Walk Activities
Join San Diego at CarouShell, where crayons will be provided for you to use to draw your favorite sea 
creatures on the effigy.

GO PLAY ON OUR CAROUSHELL!
Round and round you’ll go, where you stop nobody knows!
What goes around, comes around.  Life is like a carousel then it burns
to the ground.  If you missed it the first time, just wait, it’ll be
coming around again.  We’re not going to get anywhere unless everyone
pushes - and even then we’re just going to go ‘round and round.  
Mind the gap.
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