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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
Reno is the last major city before the playa; thousands of people travel through, stock up, and seek 
refuge in the last Gateway to the Playa. The Reno CORE Gateway Arch was inspired by the local land 
mark, the Reno Arch, one of the most broadly known Reno landmarks. By combining the form of the 
Reno Arch with the distinctive concepts of Reno’s Regional Burn (AKA Burning Man) we were able to 
fashion something that represents our two homes mutually in one exceptional effigy.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
Reno has always been a region filled with Burners sharing a passion but lacking identity in the 
shadows of Black Rock City. The CORE project at Burning Man gives Reno a chance to create and share 
an effigy as the other regions do at their respective regional events. The Gateway Arch allows the Reno 
Region to identify with its own effigy to support and appreciate at Burning Man 2012, exemplified by 
all of the help, involvement, and love by everyone in Reno during our build season. Thank you Reno!

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
Our group is a melting pot of Reno Burners. We have Theme Campers, Mutant Car Maniacs, Gate 
Watchers, Singed Fire Flingers, and Art builders coming to build something amazing for our region. 
A truly amazing feat that we could all come together, meet, plan and build something without going 
insane! 
Truly an epic tale best told through the flails, jumps, spins, and rolls of expertly trained interpretative 
dancer.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
Reno is more than just a city you pass through on your way to Black Rock City. Our region’s culture 
has been become defined by and come to accept and support the Burner Community at large. Amazing 
things are thought up and built here for the enjoyment of everyone at Burning Man, and more is to 
come! Just you wait and see!

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
Gateway Arch is a conglomeration of CNC’d plywood, lumber, EL wire, nails and screws thrown into a 
big bag and assembled blind folded with Burning Man magic.

CORE Art Walk Activities
We will have the CORE project members mulling around the Gateway Arch discussing their roles in the 
project, the Arch, Reno, Burning Man, etc...  to anyone who will listen. We may have an art car out 
there providing some background elevator music. If no one wants to talk to us maybe a game of Playa-
clod baseball?
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