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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
The midwest is a land of dichotomy. A short drive out of most any of its major cities will put 
you among rolling fields, small towns that have seen better days, grain silos and barns 
(which have also seen better days). "Growing Pains" is our attempt to encapsulate this 
dichotomy.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
The MWB Core committee wanted to bring the community together by bringing an effigy to 
Burning Man. This effigy is a joint effort of community members from Kansas City, St. Louis, 
Iowa and Witchita.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
During construction of our project, we had a community member put a lot of time and effort 
into the building of the tractor part of our project. He was not going to Burning Man this 
year. He was not a member of the CORE Project committee. He wanted to help, to support his 
community, because that is the type of person he was. He was killed in a car accident in July. 
He was loved in our community and the tractor hood now has a memorial to him.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
Towers surround a broken down tractor awash in a field of wheat. Graffiti adorns the towers. 
As you climb the staircases of the towers, pictures and articles tell twin tales of decline and 
rebirth.

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
We tried to reuse materials as much as possible. Leftover wood was gathered from a con-
struction site. We also used leftover household paint wherever possible. 

CORE Art Walk Activities
We encourage participants to leave offering or mementos to be burned!
We will have the Project Leads and Docents there to answer questions.


