
facebook.com/groups/EBBCORE 

Jozi 
South Africa

5:30 1100

What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
The South Africa CORE contribution is a 20ft fertility doll, signifying our shared heritage 
in Africa and the birthplace of humankind. There are many different forms of fertility dolls 
throughout Africa. Jozi is inspired by the unique artistic style of the Ndebele people in 
Southern Africa.
Ndebele designs involve elegant geometric patterns requiring high levels of skill with beads, 
paint, fabric, and metal. Our intention has been to weave this deceptively effortless style into 
the design from a structural point of view, and in the visual aspects of lighting, fabric and 
beadwork that bring her to life.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
Built into the project from inception was the importance of sowing the first seed for large-scale 
collaborative artworks to flow from South Africa to the Playa. As the furthest region away from 
the Playa, we’ve needed a creative approach to obvious logistical challenges. This complexity 
has resulted in collaboration amongst a varied and committed team.
We are also fortunate to be able to support a local community of Ndebele artists who have made 
dolls and beaded items that we are thrilled to be able to gift on the Playa.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
One of the most interesting aspects of this project has been to witness first hand how the 
community of Burning Man is intrinsically designed to support artistic endeavour. Interacting 
and collaborating with the remarkable people in the ARTery, FAST and DPW, it is clear that 
this level of support goes even further to actively encourage artistic expression in people who 
would not call themselves ‘artists’ in their day-to-day lives.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
Global Burning culture has come full circle to deliver the first large-scale artwork from our 
region to the Playa. Jozi is Fertility 2.0 in action. She’s our thank-you to the community – 
designed with love in South Africa, built with gratitude on the Playa.

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
Jozi is constructed out of wood using geometric patterns and lit with sophisticated LED 
lighting. She is adorned with fabric and beadwork in a traditional Ndebele style.

CORE Art Walk Activities
Join the Jozi team and friends for African hospitality featuring music, gifts and treats from the 
region. You may even spot some African wildlife!

www.afrikaburn.com 
www.facebook.com/JoziCORE


