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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
It was not hard to harness New Mexican enthusiasm for one of our favorite Natives, Kokopelli.  He is 
the iconic symbol of fertility in the Southwest and has been depicted in petroglyphs for centuries.  
Sporting a large phalus, the humpbacked flute player is a trickster, a lover, and a burner.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
Our burner community in New Mexico has grown immensely since the start of this project.  We 
have all come to understand the word CORE to mean something different as we develop a core New 
Mexico burner community.  Through planning and building Kokopelli we have developed some life 
long relationships, discovered we have mutual goals and most importantly sparked momentum and 
engagement into our community state wide.  We are forming a NM burner council made up of many of 
the hands of Kokopelli Rising and discussing a regional event for 2013!

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
Salt Cedar is an invasive species to the ecology of our high desert and we have made it part of our 
mission to remove as much of it as we can and use it as a decorative building material.  The water 
thirsty plant grows along the banks of the Rio Grande Bosque where it crowds out other native plants.  
By removing it we help restore the bosque to it’s original state.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
Kokopelli Rising is a deity of fertility.  We have invited him to the fertility party of the millennium and 
look forward to seeing how he interacts with his fellow burners!

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
Salt Cedar
Juniper
lumber
plywood
burlap
hardware 
love

CORE Art Walk Activities
We will be serving Mimosas in the shade while we activate our walking guests with conversation and 
body painting! We will be having an additional event on Wednesday Morning at dawn called Morning 
Wood.  Kokopelli’s cock will spit fire and we will serve New Mexican green chile breakfast burritos!

Please join us for a party!  “Morning Wood” starts pre-dawn on Wednesday Morning.  Koko’s cock will 
shoot fire and we will serve Traditional NM green chile breakfast burritos!

www.nmburners.com 
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