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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
Bringing the old Viking nations of Denmark and Sweden together, the idea to reference our 
common ancestry came naturally. The practice of setting a ship on fire as a tribute to a fallen 
chieftain (in combination of ritualistic drinking and human sacrifices) seems to be a perfect 
ritual to recreate in celebration of our belligerent heritage.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
The core project became the starting point of a closer collaboration between the Swedish and 
Danish Burner communities, resulting in a joint Scandinavian burn in end of July and a 70 
people strong nordic theme camp, the Palace of Balunsia on 4:15 / H.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
As we were researching the design of viking ships, we learned that the shields hanging on 
the outside of the ship are actually the crews private battle shields (pretty obvious when you 
think about it). These shields were very prized possessions, often gifts from the viking’s family 
carrying encouraging words and symbols to bring luck in battle.
When we realized this, we came up with the idea of crowd sourcing the shields. The ones you 
now see on the ship are the shields of of our crew members, representing their heritage and 
hopes for the future.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
Humanity have always worshipped fire. The 1000 year-old viking ritual of setting a ship on fire 
to honor a fallen hero is very closely related to the burning of the man and temple that we all 
gather around. We hope that people watching this ship burn will recognize and consider our 
common search of meaning and the importance of inventing rituals to create meaning and a 
common purpose.

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
The ship is made out of wood and built by the Swedish/Danish crew at the Salvagery in Reno.

CORE Art Walk Activities
We will put our viking outfits on and preform a song from Astrid Lindgren’s Ronja Rövardotter.

Wear your best viking outfit and bring your family shield to burn along with our ship!

www.facebook.com/groups/271253827787
www.facebook.com/VikingshipNaglfar


