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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
Idaho Core took various aspects of existing artwork, such as the Faberge Egg collection in Rome, several 
European and Asian Baroque structures, the golden ratio in nature, Idaho being the “gem state”,  this year’s 
Burning Man theme ‘Fertility 2.0’, and combined them into “OpalEssence” as it exists today. Sadly, it was not 
the potato. That happened later.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
Idaho CORE inspires the imagination, triggers growth of an even greater future community, and brought 
together a group of inventive people to create something beautiful. This has the potential to grow beyond 
the Burner community and nurture creativity throughout the Idaho region by relying on local talent and 
resources.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
The journey to complete this project was both laden and elevated as it progressed toward the final build. 
The naming, which drifted from its true name, “OpalEssence” to “Space Potato”, “The Egg”, “Eggatron”, 
“Technicolor Pineapple”, etc… was part of the fun. The project was nearly halted after we burned through 2 
table saws and 1 radial arm saw. But the greater story was the CORE spirit revived after mourning the loss of 
3 community members, CJ & Zacklander Peterson, and Ron Chambless. We held space for each other when 
needed and found our way back with renewed purpose.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
As with most art on the playa, it is an offering of like-minded people that delivers a thing of ephemeral 
beauty. It is an opening for people to connect, an inspiration for future efforts, and a way of showing that, 
even in our troubled world, we can still come together as a community.

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
Construction materials are Fir 2x6’s, Fir 4x4’s, Steel Bolts and hardware, Wood glue, LED multi colored tape, 
DMX controllers, blood, sweat, and tears...

CORE Art Walk Activities
Our Idaho sister camp, Altitude Lounge, will be hosting a party at OpalEssence. We will have music, belly 
dancers, sexy sparkly things, and an open mind for your tater jokes and effigy nicknames.

Our burner culture wouldn’t exist today if not for the trials and tribulations that each piece undergoes as it 
makes the journey home. Each year, we experience new growth, new obstacles, and a renewal of spirit. And 
each year, we see the infectious delight of inspiration and awe as it permeates the default world we are all a 
part of. Our crew would also like everyone to know the fun we had. For example: What do you get when you 
have 20 sweaty Idaho CORE crew members in one hot tub? Egg Drop Soup. And memorable CORE Crew Quotes: 
“I don’t touch chairs, I only sit on them.”, “That wasn’t CORE, that was just us fuckin’ around.”, COREgasm, 
COREplay, CORE Dust, “YOU WANNA DIE?!” (we woke up at 7:30am one build morning to a team member 
chasing a dog while yelling this), “Fire has no geometry, and this project is nothing BUT geometry -it’ll be 
very interesting to see how it burns”, and “Look! We made straight boards curve!”
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