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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
Portage” will express and share the collaborative and cooperative  spirit of Montreal’s uniquely rich, 
multiplex cultural experience,  heritage and historical genesis. 
At the time of the Montreal region’s settling, portaging was a  fundamental challenge that brought 
intrepid explorers together in a  communal effort of radical self-reliance.  
This piece also pays homage to a French-Canadian region legend, La  Chasse-galerie also known as 
“The Bewitched Canoe” or “The Flying  Canoe” is a popular French-Canadian tale of voyageurs

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
By representing and recreating a shared intimate experience, 
Portage transcends linguistic, cultural and historical differences and  tensions, to grow a common 
bond and foster a shared understanding  about the relationship between nature, ourselves, and each 
other.  
This effigy has manifested the exact artistic vision of the installation, serving as a catalyst and nexus 
for disparate Montreal artist communities and networks to connect, share and grow.  We’re all very 
proud of what we’ve managed to achieve through the CORE project.  

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
There is not a single story that stands out about the design and execution of this project, but rather a 
single thread.  They say “the playa will provide” and in kind, we have come to learn that Montreal will 
provide.  At every turn, it seemed like the universe was quietly watching our efforts and effortlessly 
conducting the ebb and flow of our project with resources to help.  Our construction space, designer, 
engineers, fundraisers, even down to specialized tools, have all come out of the woodwork at the 
precise moment they were needed, to our continual and ever-growing amazement.  We are truly 
blessed.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
Juxtaposed amidst an unending and unyielding landscape, Portage  creates an intimate space in the 
hull of the canoe, binding indomitable kindred spirits together.  The shared closeness in this sacred 
space crosses the barriers of communication, countries or creeds.
It is the sincere hope of the Montreal community that Portage conveys the ancient and common 
lesson of shared survival through reciprocity

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
This effigy was constructed almost entirely of sturdy russian plywood.

CORE Art Walk Activities
A sacred ceremony and a live percussionist group native to Montreal, recreating the infectious 
rhythms and bohemian flare of the Tam-Tams on Mont Royal each Sunday!  Experience the heart-beat 
of Montreal together as we conduct a ritual around our portaging man and woman, to usher in new 
fertility and pay homage to our past.
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