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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
In designing the Victoria CORE piece, “Psychophilia,” we wanted to create something that 
would involve as many people from our diverse community as possible.  We also wanted it 
to be in keeping with the theme of Burning Man for 2012, “Fertility 2.0.″ If we could have 
built it out of meetings and hippy love, we would have.  Alas, it had to be all about the 
Wood. The name is derived from “Psycho/Psyche” meaning mind or soul and “Philia” is 
one of the four ancient Greek words for love.  Although some believe it should have been 
named “Clarence.”

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?
This project embraces and illustrates the “Fertility of the Collaborative Mind”. It will serve 
as a visual representation of an open mind teaming with collaborative ideas, possibilities 
and Burners can use the project as a group love space where anything can spawn via 
intimate connections…

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
When considering the initial design of this project, lead artist Kym Spencer was having 
doubts about making a huge human head until a random conversation with a psychic told 
her that she would be crazy if she didn’t.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
The fertility of working collaboratively creates amazing synergies; look at the awesome 
things we can do when we work together!

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?
2 x 4 and 2 x 8 lumber and the exterior face is completely composed of cedar sheathing 
from wood grown in the region.

CORE Art Walk Activities
Artist, building and production team plan on being on hand to explain to people the idea 
and symbolism. They will be wearing custom-made PsychoPhilia armbands.
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