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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
Inspiration was drawn from the within diversity of the many neighborhoods found within the City of 
Angels.  Representing the best of Los Angeles by incorporating four of the major cultural and ethnic 

components, the project was designed to be a distributed work of art to allow as many different artists 
contribute to the piece as possible.   The central Vortex recalls “Ancestors” or “Fire Sprites” that are 

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?

construct and burn a piece of artwork in downtown Los Angeles at the LA State Historical Park.  LA 
CORE Project “Seraphim” will have a twin constructed for the Los Angeles Burning Man Decompression 
in October.   Local Burners are currently engaged in a public outreach campaign extending our ethos 
to those well outside of our usual haunts and are reaching out to other arts groups, churches, Scouts 
and a wide variety of other community groups asking for their direct participation.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?
Reconstituting much of the 2011 Los Angeles CORE Project team we have added more volunteers and 
at the same time strengthened our bonds.   Our team was challenged by the complexity of the piece 
and somehow managed to pull it all together despite several minor setbacks.  In many ways, facing 
such adversity has drawn us closer together and we emerge as better human beings with a sense of 
accomplishment that can only be brought about by shared experience.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?
As an interactive component, we invite all the citizens of Black Rock City to help us complete the 
piece by adding their hopes, wishes, dreams and art to the recycled, colored pallet slats that will 

everyone to have a stake and ownership in our project.   It is all about our community, communal 
effort, and the immediacy of participation.    

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy
Constructed primarily of wood, some of which recycled cast offs from construction sites and shipping 
pallets Seraphim incorporates some rather diverse natural materials including corn husks, papier 
mache’ and leaves laminated to surfaces with natural gluten pastes.  All paints, stains, and dyes are 
water based and non-toxic.
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slats that will be used to complete the central Vortex! All of your thoughts, wishes, and art will be 
conveyed to the heavens under the protection of our Angels during the CORE Burn on Thursday night!

We dedicate our piece to all the Los Angeles Burners who have passed and to all who were born this 
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