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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?

Stella Octangula came from a collaborative effort among members of the Mid-Atlantic BM community who were 
kicking around ideas for potential Temple designs.  One design was the star tetrahedron, which was later named 
Stella Octangula.  This shape carries a plethora of meanings to multitudes of cultures, while still maintaining it’s 
simplest essence, being a 3-D geometric form.  The patterns on the exterior of Stella Octangula were inspired by 
sacred geometry and, naturally, outer space, because “Where do you think sacred geometry comes from?” - Mad Dog.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?

This project has directly engaged over 100 people across the Mid-Atlantic region including school teachers, 
engineers, creative directors, welders, industrial designers, yoga teachers, tradesmen, grandparents, 
pyrotechnicians, community developers, students, philanthropists, dreamers, and performers, to name a few. Stella 
Octangula has given a group of people that may have never had the chance to work together within this community 
an opportunity to express themselves through technical skill and artistic talent in order to manifest an amazing 
multidisciplinary project. This project has created an atmosphere that promotes radical inclusion, self-expression, 
and participation through a unique and fulfilling communal experience.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?

During our very first meeting, aliens came down and bestowed upon us the knowledge that sacred geometry and the 
essence of universal spiritual understandings are one in the same. That night over 100 people across the Mid-Atlantic 
had the same dream and offered support to help make Stella a reality. 
Also, Frank R. Rosen passed away during the construction of Stella Octangula, and his ashes are going to be located 
within its C.O.R.E.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?

Freedom. We bring Stella Octangula to the playa in its simplest form, a stellated form of one of the platonic solids, 
the octahedron. We offer Stella stripped of any meanings it may have had across time, space, and cultures. Instead 
we present this piece of geometry for participants to build their own meanings and connections. Stella represents 
a symbol of expressive freedom, and with that the ability to create and inspire. At its essence, this piece is about 
freedom, which, in this country, was born in Philadelphia and the Mid-Atlantic region. Freedom!

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?

Held together by Blood, Sweat, and Tears; Stella Octangula is composed of 100% plantation and sustainable 
hardwood ply.  Its support structure is assembled out of aluminum, steel, and lots of playa magic.

CORE Art Walk Activities

We will be holding a workshop that teaches how to created divine geometric forms through the art of origami.
We will also be having a dance performance featuring fire at 5pm.
--About the Dance Performance--
“Phoenix”
A ritual that embodies the archetypal dualities between fire and air. Fire and air are represented in the two platonic 
solids that make up stella octangula: fire symbolizing the tetrahedron solid and air symbolizing the octahedron 
solid. This ritual celebrates the fertility of consciousness between the masculine and feminine forces.
Performers: Jeff Calafato and Jexime Icon

We would like to thank all of the people who have helped bring Stella Octangula from a mere thought into a reality, 
and who have supported its progress along the way. Your participation has made this project happen, and is what 
continues to allow this community to burn bright! Shine on!!!
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