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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?
In the process of coming up with our proposal  for the CORE burn, we thought portraying an icon of Coastal life 
would be a fun theme to explore.  After considering several options, we decided a lighthouse would be an evocative 
and graceful sculpture to represent Northern California’s serrated coastal region.  Their designs are myriad, but the 
lighthouses we have here in Humboldt County, as well as those in Mendocino and Marin County, are small in stature, 
so our inspiration for the design turned from literalism to a more playful and and expressive form, something we think 
suits the cultural environment of Burning Man well.   We settled on the tall, slender design inspired by the famous Cape 
Neddick Lighthouse, made famous by Ansel Adams-a San Fransisco native-in his photography.  We further wondered 
what it might look like if Ansel Adams and M..C. Escher collaborated on an image together.  Our proposal is a sculptural 
musing of such a collaboration.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?

The creation of the Twisted Upright House has really connected the northern and southern parts of our region in a 
new way. The collaboration with Nathan up in Trinity County brought in a whole new group of people interested in 
contributing to the burn structure.  Everyone has added their own ideas, and the amazing details came out of these 
collaborations.  We have started to see all our distant parts as one large, interconnected burner community made up of 
a lot of creative individuals.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?

On most projects they say measure twice and cut once.  On this project it was more like measure, measure, measure, 
measure again, have someone else check it, and then cut. The way the wood is laid out even a small error would 
compound quickly so careful attention was paid to all of the dimensions.
Collecting the driftwood was a great story, out on the private beach guarded by Sasquatch (no, not the Ranger Sas) 
craftily avoiding the law with our ever so safely tarped load. But I can’t tell you that story, because it never happened.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?

Northern California has a ton of amazing artists of all different kinds.  They are generous of spirit, and incredibly 
giving people.  Spending a lot of time in the woods alone apparently breeds some brilliant art work.  Craftspeople and 
woodworkers and glassmakers, welders and electricians and mosaic makers, people who just think Burning Man is cool 
and want to help out, friends, neighbors, people you’ve never met and you!  The lighthouse hopes to be a symbol, a 
beacon for the community.  We are here!  We are here!  Come play with us.

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?

The lighthouse is constructed of 135 levels of two inch dimensional lumber stacked on its side, each level twisting 
one degree from the one beneath it, and shrinking by .44 inches each level, providing the lighthouse body a gentle 
pitch.  The first 27 levels are made of 2×12, the second 27 out of 2×10, the third 27 out of 2×8, the fourth 27 out of 2×6, 
and the final 27 out of 2×4.  These thick walls eliminate the need for structural framing, minimize excessive ground 
anchoring and rigging, and provide a robust structure that will  burn long and fierce.

CORE Art Walk Activities

Nathan Elstein, creator of the Sea Turtle Nest and its community created Eggs, will be on hand to talk about the carving 
process.  Kelly and Ellen will be there to talk about the Pelican Project, and members of Pyroglyphics will also be at the 
structure to answer any design questions.  Look out for the Human Bee-In...it’s all the buzz.

Thank you to Goatt, Brad and Jeremy at Pyroglyphics, Woodlabs, P3 Oasis, the Thug Boat, Mischief Labs, Nathan Elstein, 
Bill Wunderlich, MorTisha Sloan, Jed Rice, Daniel Nicholas, Barry Cogbill, David Long, Eva d’Luscious and Cabaret de 
Caliente, the Baby Seal Club, Steamboat Ed Haas, FrogSong CoHousing, Aries Fire Collective, Burning Man and all of 
you!
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