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What was the “inspiration” for the design of this effigy?

Last year, South Bay CORE brought you Valley of Heart’s Delight, representing the emergence of Silicon Valley from an 
orchard of fruit trees.  For 2012, the South Bay CORE crew brings you a water tower rising from an orchard, for without 
water there is no fertility. 
Every city in the South Bay used to be home to a fruit cannery, and every cannery had its own emblematic water tower. 
Libby’s, Del Monte, and Olsen’s Cherries are still landmarks throughout the Valley.   Other major orchards date back to the 
1880’s and annually exported over 170,000 tons of fruits and vegetables to the rest of the world.

What impact does the effigy have on the local community?

The Santa Clara Valley, called the Valley of Heart’s Delight because of its explosion of flowering fruit trees each 
spring, was world-famous for cherries, apricots, pears, peaches, plums and pears.  To commemorate the orchards and 
canneries of days gone by, each slat of wood in the CORE water tower will bear a plaque with the name of one of the old 
neighborhood canneries.
We aim to connect the transplanted and newly arrived Silicon Valley tech workers to the historical past of the area, and to 
understand that the street, neighborhood, and cities of the area  are named after real families and farmers who felt their 
orchards were a slice of paradise.  Although those orchards have largely disappeared, we live surrounded by their legacy 
every day.

What interesting story happened during the design and execution of this project?

They say that fruit cocktail was invented in the Valley of Heart’s Delight!  There is still a water tower painted with the 
Libby’s Fruit Cocktail label (named a historical landmark) in Sunnyvale, California.
In 1919 there were 7,652,000 prune trees *alone* in Santa Clara County.  
Many of the small farms from the 1880’s helped to develop an intricate railway system within the Valley, so that each 
orchard was a stop on the route.  Excess capacity was the mother of the invention to Dr. James M. Dawson, who put up the 
first canned fruit for market in 1871.
As the yield of their groves became ever more prolific, the farmers began to form cooperatives with their neighboring 
farms and eventually joined huge collectives such as the California Packing Corporation, the California Fruit Packers 
Association, the Golden Gate Packing Co., and finally were absorbed by huge conglomerates such as Del Monte.

What does the effigy hope to convey to the greater community?

We aim to connect the transplanted and newly arrived Silicon Valley tech workers to the historical past of the area, and to 
understand that the street, neighborhood, and cities of the area are named after real families and farmers who felt their 
orchards were a slice of paradise.  Although those orchards have largely disappeared, we live surrounded by their legacy 
every day.

What materials were used in the construction of this effigy?

Reclaimed wood from box springs that were donated as part of a hotel’s renovation, which were donated to Hope Services 
--- a non-profit agency dedicated to providing opportunities for people with special needs.  What could not be sold for 
materials was going to be junked, but one of our CORE team was able to redirect the aged, kiln-dried wood to our effigy.  
We supplemented this wood with new 1x2 and 1x4 lumber.  We also used plywood to build our orchard of trees.
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Every city in the South Bay used to be home to a fruit cannery, and every cannery had its own emblematic water tower:  
Libby’s, Del Monte, and Olsen’s Cherries are still landmarks throughout the Valley. Other major orchards date back to the 
1880’s and annually exported over 170,000 tons of fruits and vegetables to the rest of the world.  To commemorate these 
orchards and canneries of days gone by, each slat of wood in the CORE water tower bears a plaque with the name of one 
of the old neighborhood canneries.  We invite you to join us for a Heart’s Delight cocktail or a fruity snack, and climb up 
inside the tower to see the names of the old Santa Clara Valley fruit canneries.  Oh, and you can tag your name & write a 
message inside there too!
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